Hello, I am Sister Gertrude Foley. | always wanted to be a Sister.
“Always” means at least from the third grade, when I started to go to Mass
every day. “Third grade” was 1939-40—about twenty-five years before

Vatican 11, to give a little perspective.

I went to a Catholic school, so I knew Sisters as my teachers. I didn’t
really know about their lives in the big mansion-like houses. | went to St.
Mary of the Mount on Mt. Washington, Pittsburgh, for twelve years. The
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters (IHM) from Scranton, PA were rather

stand-offish, not friendly, so I wasn’t attracted to join them, although I spent a
lot of time around them at school. In fifth grade | began to take flute lessons.
Our family couldn’t afford the dollar a week for lessons, so Sister Genoveva
assigned about five of us to “charges” in the music room, and so we worked off the
cost of our lessons. | was also in the orchestra. So many hours were spent with our IHM teachers.

The good news about the Sisters of Charity came without looking for it from many stories by the
people who knew them. One that really impressed me was from three youngsters in our school whose
mother had died during childbirth at Roselia Maternity Hospital. One of our native born German Sisters,
Sister Margretta, was an aide at Roselia. The family told me that every week after the mother’s death, Sister
Margretta called to see how they were doing. Then there was a girl, a high school classmate, who spent
eight years at St. Anselm’s Grade School and had every Sister of Charity she ever met on a pedestal.

| entered in 1950 with 28 women, and we came to
be known as the “Holy Year” group. I came to our
community with four years of Latin which Mother Claudia
in 1954 immediately employed in an assignment to take
charge of the Latin program at St. Luke’s. | had always
connected “being a Sister” and teaching, so I was quite
happy. In my second year in high school teaching, Sister
Cecilia discovered that | was a musician and should
therefore also be a high school music teacher.

Eventually, I earned a master’s in Latin from — o -
Duquesne University, after which | never taught Latin again. A few years later, Mother Victoria sent me to
Fordham University for a doctorate in theology. | majored in historical theology, completed all
requirements for the Ph.D. but transferred to a doctorate of ministry program. | was attracted to the
doctorate of ministry emphasis on pastoral theology. My doctorate in ministry degree is from Aquinas
Institute then in Dubuque, lowa, but now in St. Louis, Missouri. | served one year as head of the Religious
Studies Department at Seton Hill University.

| was elected as assistant general superior, the second term for each of two general superiors—
Mother Richard Ann Watson and Sister Baptista Madden. 1 then spent 10 years in Arizona where | had
returned after the election of Sister Mary Ann Winters as general superior. The General Chapter had finally

, accepted a proposal to establish a Region in Arizona. We built
on previously established committees which we called “CFD,”
Community Formation and Development. The Sisters elected me
the first Regional Superior in the United States. (There was
already a Region in Korea.) | served for nine years. | was then
elected General Superior for two terms.

| believe that effective leadership is a form of teaching, not
control. It is a palette of talents and builds on and with the talents
of others. So, in addition to still being a Sister of Charity, 'm
still a learner and a teacher.
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