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Hello, Sisters! My name is Choi, Yun Hwa. | entered our community in
2002. | began my experience as a social worker helping the vulnerable
senior citizens at Jaecheon Social Welfare Center. While there | prayed
a lot for those who desperately desired to survive from poverty and the
gridlock in social systems. | continued to help and encounter the poor
from all the walks of life and society.

After that | moved to work at Seton Sunflower House (the shelter for

the runaway young girls), it was so painful that | could not put the

nameplate of the house out in
order to protect them from the
social prejudices and risks. Because those who live in the house
are prostituted youths, and if that is revealed to other people,
the young women are socially stigmatized. The law for the
young sexual abuse victims was just legislated then, and it was
in the testing stage. Furthermore | was not mature enough in
the realm of spirituality, so it was not easy for me to take care
of their wounded hearts no matter how much | meditated on

| the story of Mary
= Magdalen’s encounter with Jesus in the Gospel.

Before my perpetual vows, | entered the Department of Religion
at the Catholic University and | completed the first semester. That
summer | was missioned for one year to help the sisters working
in Ecuador. Coming back to Korea | returned to school and
7 finished the rest of my studies. During those three years, | could
‘ experience the richness of theological knowledge as well as reflect
on various expressions and images of the poverty and faith in
Ecuador. It gave me the time to question and seek for the answer

‘ of the meaning of life.

After perpetual vows, | was missioned to work for the North
Korean defectors at Incheon Settlement Support Center, and |
helped them settle themselves in another culture. The questions
and answers that | asked and found during those three years that
I mentioned above were a great resource, and the words of
Mother Seton “Be a citizen of the world” and her teaching to
do so became a compass for me. | found out that everything was
God’s Providence for me and how much God loves them. I
prayed with awe and gratitude to God for leading me.

Now I am living with the girls for four years at Seton Sunflower House again. | am thankful for their
going to school in the morning and coming home safely in the evening. Checking whether they brushed
their teeth or not, if their clothes are washed, and they have good relationship with their friends at school,
| am asking the Help of the Holy Spirit to recover their wounded hearts through my little love and mission
so that they can feel the little joys of daily life again.



