My name is Sister Cory Canon (aka Gracia). | was born in Washington, D.C. in
the shadow of the White House, according to my Mother! When | was 4 years
old, we moved to Pittsburgh. It was at Holy
Innocents Parish and grade school and eventually
Elizabeth Seton High School where | grew to love the
Sisters of Charity, their life and their mission. | found
in their lives prayer, authenticity, caring for
individuals, creativity, and fun. As a child, | prayed
from a little pink prayer card, now tattered yet still in _ ol
my possession, that reads, “say the word and | will
be, Jesus what you ask of me.” God provided experiences and time to answer
His call. | worked for a year at Fisher Scientific Company,
continued to date a young man, and discerned (although that
word was not in my vocabulary) what God was asking me to be.
His answer, “A Sister of Charity.” | entered in 1957 with Miss Kelly |
and Miss Long — (do you know them?). We were adopted by the
group ahead of us and have celebrated together ever since.

Knowing that | like variety, God has blessed

me with many different apostolates. As a

postulant, my first mission, Herminie was
short-lived; soon after innocently announcing that as | used a pretty blue mop, |
could see my reflection in the shiny wood floors, | was changed to a convent with
no shiny floors! For six years, | taught grade school in Johnstown, Greensburg,
and Pittsburgh.

My 11 years with the Glee Club at
Elizabeth Seton High School are among
my happiest. Having been in the Glee Club under the
direction of Sr. Cecilia Ward, and Sr. Alice Ruane, |
came home to a place and spirit | deeply loved. Most
of my ministries were in education: Music Consultant,
Principal, Assistant
Superintendent in the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, and finally Parish
Minister. The Cincinnati Sisters of Charity
became my family away from home for 30 years.
Sr. Terry Dery, SC became and continues to be,
from heaven, my dearest friend and we valued
the shared charism of our Communities.

In 2018, | returned to Caritas Christi where the warmth and
welcome of our Sisters eased this transition. Presently, | am
journeying with Sr. Hyeon Nyeon Lee as Formation Director. Being
new to this ministry, | have the opportunity to study in the Religious Formation Program sponsored by
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago.

“...Jesus what you ask of me,” has graced and motivated my life as a Sister of Charity. Gratitude fills
my soul. In closing: Coronavirus is raging; it is Divine Mercy Sunday. So be it. Amen.
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