Hello! I’'m Sister Eileen Johnston. I am a middle child who had the
benefit of having an older (Helen) and younger sister (Dottie) and benefited.
Our dad liked taking his daughters to the photographer. After he died, our
mom always kept the last picture he had taken of us (shown here) on the
mantel in the living room. We were :
living in Richmond, Virginia when my
dad was told he only had months to
live due to injuries he sustained in
World War 1. We moved back to
' Pittsburgh and my dad was taken

directly to the Veteran’s Hospital. We

moved into my mom’s family home with my aunt. | attended St.
Agnes School where the Sisters of Mercy taught. | remember as
a second grader saying | wanted to be a Sister. When | went to Sacred Heart High School, | planned to
keep in touch with the Mercy Sisters and not get to know the Sisters of Charity. Toward the end of my
senior year, | went to Seton Hill for a one-day retreat. My family and | were surprised that | petitioned
to enter the Sisters of Charity that day. It was a decision for which | always thank God.

| entered on September 8, 1958 along with thirty-two other young women. We ended up with
eleven. It was a time when many parishes opened schools so most of us were teachers. After ten years
of teaching primary grades, | wanted to work with special needs children. | was missioned to DePaul
School for Speech and Hearing. It took creativity and patience to help a child with hearing impairment
understand words and use them correctly. The challenges were great and so were the rewards.

| left DePaul after thirteen years to be the vocation director for our community. That had its
challenges and rewards too! | then went back into the elementary school as principal for the next 24
years, Conn-Area Catholic in Connellsville for five years and . .
nineteen at St. Therese in Munhall. 1 was blessed to work with
dedicated priests, wonderful children, their parents, gifted teachers
and staff. My years in the ministry of education were gratifying.
I loved working with children of all ages and had the pleasure of
welcoming special needs children from St. Anthony School to St.
Therese School where they were integrated into the regular
classroom for some subjects. - ;

I wasn’t looking forward to retirement but it was brought about by a health issue. | thought
about retirement as being the end of school ministry and the beginning of “something else,” but what?
| prolonged my school involvement for a few more years by managing the Safe Environment Program
for the school and parish, being a substitute teacher, and helping the eighth graders each Lent to present
the Living Stations—my favorite part of Lent. When Sister Susan Jenny made a request for an
administrative assistant, | responded and was grateful that
another “something else” was part of my retirement for a few
years.

When | look back over the places where | lived and taught,
the children God placed in my care, and all that | learned from
the Sisters with whom | lived, | appreciate every experience
God gave me, every person God put in my life as the perfect
preparation for retirement and a future that only God can see.
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